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N e w s  f r o m  
o u r  A l u m n i  
 
1940’s 
Class contact:  
Albert Sharpton 
albert@e9usn.com 
  
Class of 1944 Reunion 
The 57th anniversary class of 
1944 reunion will be held at 
the All-Steak Restaurant on 
Saturday, August 4th from 
10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.  Reservations and $17.50 
must be received prior to July 21st 2001.    
Please mail money and reservations to: 
Melba Connell  
1404 Stadium Dr. NE 
Cullman, AL 35055   
  
Anyone who wishes to visit with us will be 
welcome, but please send your reservation and 
money to Melba. 
  
Classmate updates: 
Thomas A. (Tom) Hancock, Jr.         
411 13th St., NE 
Cullman, AL  35055                          
Ph 256-734-3236 
thancock@HiWaay.net    
 
Tom served in the United States Air Force from June 
1951 until July 1972.  While in the Air Force he 
worked in the fields of aircraft avionics, guided 
missiles and radio operations. When Tom left the Air  

 
 
Force he stated a second career in 
education.  He served as a 
schoolteacher and principal from 
1972 until 2000.  He retired from 
education in July 2000.  He 

received a Doctorates degree in School 
Administration in 1984 from the University of 
Alabama. 
                                                                                                  
Rita Jean Cordes Hancock - Graduated Cullman High 
School in 1949.  She is the wife of Tom Hancock.  
Rita worked as a Dental Assistant she attended Allen 
Hancock College in Santa Maria, CA.  She is now 
retired. 
1952 
Class Contact: 
Wanda Hodge  
jwhodge9@bellsouth.net 
 
1955 
 
Ottis B. Ellenburg 
323 Sunset Drive 
Flushing, MI 48433-2153 
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I moved from Cullman in July, 1955 to Flint, MI.  
Attended Mott Community College and was 
employed with General Motors for 30 years minus the 
two years I served in the Army.  Most of the years 
with GM I was assigned to the Master Mechanics 
Department of the Chevrolet V-8 Engine Plant. I 
started out in the Drafting Department drawing 
blueprints, then tool design (production tools), 
process engineer (deciding how production parts were 
to be machined), tool room supervisor /apprentice 
trainer for 6 years and finally as a skilled trades 
supervisor. I retired from GM in 1985. 
  
Hobbies:  Travelling, bicycling, working with youth, 
gardening, listening to light classical music, 
photography and cooking.  
 
Travels Include: The British Isles, all of Western 
Europe, Russia, Greece, Northern Africa, South 
America, Panama, The Bahamas, Mexico, Canada, 
Australia, New Zealand, Fiji, American Samoa, and I 
have been in all but two States, Maine and New 
Hampshire. 
  
I am presently divorced and am involved with Foster 
Parenting; have a thirteen-year-old foster son, Steve, 
and will have his younger brother, Daryl, after his 
school year is complete in mid-June.  Since retiring I 
have become almost a full time volunteer; spending 
my free time teaching crafts at The International 
Institute of Flint, (member Board of Directors for 7 
years, President for two) as a cameraman (6 yrs), 
floor-director (5 yrs), director (1 yr) at a local 
Comcast TV station, work during Pledge Drives at 
our local PBS TV Station (5 yrs), do computer input 
for the local District Judge and the Magistrate here in 
Flushing and for three years I Chaired two 
committees under the direction of the Flushing Police 
Dept.  The rest of the time I just try to enjoy! 

  
 
 
1957 
Class contact: Joyce Brown   
joyceb3@hiwaay.net 
Put on the Statler Brothers song “Class of ‘57” and 
reflect to the time when we were on the cusp of our 
adult lives.  And what a time of transition it was!  We 
ushered in the explosion of Rock ‘n Roll and allowed 
Elvis to swivel his hips into our lives much to the 
dismay of our parents.  By the time we got our feet on 
the ground from finally completing our high school 
years and being “in the real world,” we were blasted 
off the Earth and into Space---into the information 
age---into a world of constant change.  And aren’t we 
blessed to be a generation, which has crossed the 
bridge into a new century.   
We would like to know about you after these 44 
years. The CHS graduation class of 1957 has only a 
few members registered in the CHS alumni directory. 

 
CLASS OF ’57: WHERE ARE YOU? 

Encourage all of the members that you know to 
register http://www.cneti.com/~chs/alumni.htm and 
get on the email list for the newsletter.  Also we 
would like to know about you so send information to 
your class contact person.  We are going to try to 
include a few pictures in the newsletter so if you have 
something that you want listed please summit as an 
attachment in jpeg format. 
 
Harwell (Pete) Homes shared this photo with us. 
The picture is of the old Cullman High School dance 
band (The Moonlighters), taken in the gym probably 
sometime in the spring of 1957.  Best I remember it 
was before a “Key Club” spring dance.  Can you 
name the ones in the photo? 
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Pete Homes-Piano, Wayne Hudson-Tuba, Harold 
Parsons-Drums, Bobby Zeigler-Tenor Sax, 
Howard Woodard-trumpet, Albert Lorenz 
(deceased)-Trumpet, Bill Cole-Trombone, Ben 
Padget-Tenor Sax, Elwin Umphrey-Tenor Sax. 
 
The only ones that I have been able to contact via 
email are Bill Cole and Bobby Padget.  

 
 

Classmate updates: 1957 
Harwell (Pete) Homes pianopete@adelphia.net 
Employed at Pratt and Whitney, Liquid Space 
Propulsion, West Palm Beach, FL.  Hobbies and after 
hours fun stuff: Music….for years played solo piano 
and/or organ and in six piece and duo bands gigging 
around town playing parties, weddings, Elks clubs, 
etc…..  For fitness he rides his bike along the beach 
about 15 miles a week. Pete plans to retire in about 
three years. 
 
 
 

Pete also has information available on several web 
sites check these out. 
http://pianopete.com   
http://www.geocities.com/pianopete.geo 
http://townhall.ci.palm-beach-shores.fl.us/ 
 
1961 
Class Contact: Becky Kirk kirkbcrafty@aol.com 
I have received information from a few 1961 alumni 
that are interested in organizing a reunion.  If you are 
interested in helping or have any information about a 
reunion please contact Becky Kirk. 
kirkbcrafty@aol.com 
   (256) 739-3497. 
 
Woodrow Wendell Hamrick 1961 
  "Woody" whamrick@worldnet.att.net 
 
Although I’ve been away from Cullman since about 
1963, I’ve wondered what’s happening to those good 
folks I went to school with.  My wife, Judy, and I 
have been travelling around the US and Canada for 
the past couple of years.  We’ve put over 40,000 
miles on a motor home; 30,000 miles on a Harley-
Davidson motorcycle; and 30,000 miles on a Honda 
CR-V tow vehicle.  We have accumulated some 
pictures of our trip last summer at 
http://whamrick.home.att.net 
The Canadian and Colorado Rockies pictures are 
especially interesting. 
 
1963 
Class contact: Walter Wheeler 
TripleW@linkfast.net 
 
1964 
Class contact: James Roden  
rodenj@MSN.com 
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1966 
Class contact: Jane Connell 
fconnell@mindspring.com 
 
1968 
Class contact: Ron Dunn  
RONSDONE@aol.com 
 
Best of luck to JOHN TEKULVE, he is retiring 
from the education field.  John has been the Cullman 
Middle School principal for the last two years with a 
total of 16 years service with the Cullman City School 
System.  His retirement becomes effective August 1st.  
The Cullman Times ran a front-page article in their 
June 7th edition on John's retirement with a color 
picture. 
     John's wife, Dora, still teaches math at Cullman 
High School.  His son, Ross (25) is in his 3rd year of 
med school at the University of South Alabama in 
Mobile.  Daughter Casey (24) recently married Phillip 
Duskin and is enrolled in the RN program at Wallace 
State while working at Cullman Regional Medical 
Center. 
    John is unsure what he'll do now but says if anyone 
has an opening to let him know. 
 
MITZI DANKER GROOM will begin her new job 
on July 1st.  She has accepted the position of Chair of 
the Department of Music at Western Kentucky 
University in Bowling Green. 
 
The University Of Alabama (Tuscaloosa) has 
awarded the second JERRY C. PRUETT 
scholarship.  The scholarship is in its fourth year of 
existence and is in memory of our classmate Jerry 
Pruett.  The amount is over $1000 per year and is part 

of the University's computer based honours program.  
The scholarship is awarded to a student based on 
grades, interest in computers and must not currently 
be on any other scholarship.  The same student 
receives the award each year for three successive 
years. 
 
KATHY WARNER FOSTER and husband, Bill, 
have become empty nesters.  Their youngest son, 
Jonathan, is a freshman at the University of Florida, 
majoring in engineering. This summer, Jonathan will 
be at home working for a local engineering firm.           
Oldest son, Will, just turned 21 and is an airman in 
the Navy, after training in Pensacola and Camp 
LeJeune, N.C. he will be stationed in Lemore, 
California. Kathy is working part-time as the religion 
and health page editor for the Miami Herald and is 
doing some free-lance writing. 
 
PAT BERRY HAMILTON'S daughter, Kim, 
recently married Cassidy Reed.  Kim has changed 
jobs and is now working for Cullman Regional 
Medical Center.  Pat's son, Ken, is currently working 
for the German Bank, located in Tennessee.  Ken will 
be getting married in October to Cindy Birk, from 
Ohio. 
 
CHARLOTTE JACOBS-BLECHA'S daughter, 
Shelley, is in Beijing China teaching English to 7-
year old kids.  Shelley will be coming home on July 
26 and they are planning a BIG homecoming. 
Charlotte's oldest daughter Valerie is in graduate 
school at Emory University in Atlanta where she 
spends 90% of her time in the lab studying cell 
biology. Charlotte quips, "at least I don't have to do 
their laundry anymore." 
 
ZELDA NOUDINI TURNER is now employed with 
Millar Computer Solutions.  Along with routine 
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accounting duties, she provides accounting support to 
vendors for packages such as Quicken, Quickbooks, 
Peachtree and MediSoft.   To top that off, she 
received her Masters Degree in accounting the end of 
June.  Zelda says, "I should have done this 30 years 
ago but I decided to marry and raise a family.  Its kind 
of funny that while most of my classmates are 
winding down, it seems I’m just getting wound up." 
 
NANCY RICHTER NIXON has retired from 
teaching and works at Huntsville Hospital after 
receiving a MS degree in Healthcare Informatics.  
Husband, David, manages the wildlife resources at 
Redstone in Huntsville. They have been married 23 
years. 
Her daughter, Emily (25), lives in Huntsville and 
presented them with a beautiful granddaughter last 
fall.  Son, Eric (23), works in Research Park, S.C. and 
is planning a wedding this summer. 
Nancy’s latest interest is digital photography and she 
is "really having fun with it."  They have a farm in 
Tennessee and enjoy going there on the weekends, 
when they can. She adds, "Life is great at this age if 
you don't count the body falling to pieces!" 
 
1977 
Class contact: Phil Harbison 
alvitar@xavax.com 
 
1981 
Class reunion plans for the Class of 1981  
The reunion has been planned for September 7 and 8.  
Friday, September 7 we will be attending the Cullman 
football game, on Saturday the 8th we are planning to 
tour CHS in the afternoon and have a get-together at 
Terri Pines that evening.  We have about 50 
classmates (of our 210) for which we do not have 
current addresses. Tomesa Smith is the contact person 

for the class reunion she can be reached at either 
up2me@corrcomm.net or 256-734-2659.  Mail outs 
have already been sent to gather information and an 
invitation will follow shortly.  Make it easy to contact 
you by registering on the CHS Alumni Page at 
http://www.cneti.com/~chs/alumni.htm 
 
1982 
Jonathan B. Green 
jonathan.green@redstone.army.mil 
 
1987 
Angie Grayson Solomon 
angiedawn87@yahoo.com 
 
1989 
Deborah Kraft 
dmkraft@yahoo.com 
 
Deborah Myers Kraft 
Attended the University of Alabama (93) and moved 
to New Orleans, Louisiana after graduation.  Married 
to Michael Kraft (97).  Works as a convention 
coordinator for PRIDE Marketing and Procurement, 
which is a restaurant equipment-buying group (over 
$300 million last year in profits).  She is also a 
member/vendor liaison with her company.  Her 
husband is a graduate of the University of Alabama.  
He works as a Food Service and Catering Director for 
a private school in New Orleans. 
 
Chris Wright 
Graduated from Auburn in Building Science (93), 
married Monica Gilsdorf (95) and is the proud father 
of Lakin his daughter.  He moved to Atlanta after 
graduation from Auburn and is still there today.  
Chris works for Hardin Construction Company.  
Hardin is a large construction company that has 
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offices in Atlanta, Orlando, Tampa, charlotte, San 
Francisco, and Puerto Rico.  Chris is Senior Project 
Manager and has been working at Hardin for 6 years. 
 
Chris Sandlin 
Chris spent the last 11 years in the Navy, last June he 
returned to civilian.  He is presently employed with 
Lockheed Martin as a Technical Field Support 
Specialist at the Naval Surface Warfare Center in 
Dahlgren, Virginia.  Chris, along with his wife 
Debbie and son Tyler (11 months) live on a 38-acre 
farm in Owings, Maryland.  His wife is a graduate of 
the University of Maryland and works for the county 
government. 
      
1993 
Class contact: Ashley Holt Eddleman 
todd@net-3.net 
 
Hey Class of 1993!!! 
It is time for us to start working on our TEN-YEAR 
CLASS REUNION!!  In order for this to be a 
success, we need your help!!  Your names are the 
only ones registered on the CHS alumni register, so 
we are beginning with you.  Any classmates that you 
know that are not registered on the CHS Alumni Page 
tell then to logon to the CHS web page and register 
http://www.cneti.com/~chs/alumni.htm  
  
First, we want to know where you are and what you 
are doing.  Send as much information about yourself 
as you can, such as your name (maiden and married), 
husband's/wife's name, children (if any/how many), 
address, phone number, e-mail address, where you 
work, what you do, etc... 
 
Second, if you know the whereabouts of any of our 
other classmates and how to contact them and could 

send that information as well, it would be greatly 
appreciated. 
 
Details of the reunion are in the works and will be out 
in the near future.  We just wanted to get a start on 
contacting you and letting you know that we are 
working on this.  If you are interested in helping in 
any way with the reunion or if you have any questions 
or ideas, you can contact Ashley Holt Eddleman at 
256-734-1542 or e-mail at todd@net-3.net 
 
1994 
Class contact: Katrina Kilgo Goldman 
kkandjay@bellsouth.net 
 
1996 
        
 Joe Lambert 
 lambe012@bama.ua.edu 
  
I graduated last Spring from Millsaps College with a 
BS in geology.  We finished our baseball season and 
my baseball career 3rd in the Southern Collegiate  
Athletic Conference.  I have just finished my first 
year of graduate school at the University of Alabama.  
This leaves me a year and a half to complete my 
masters.  Believe it or not, I'm teaching three geology 
labs here at Bama.  In the fall I had two CHS alumni 
in my labs, Lindsay King and Julie Phillips, both did 
very well.  I recently decided on a research topic for 
my thesis project.  I will be spending much of the 
summer at Lake Shelby near Gulf Shores trying to 
reconstruct a hurricane history based on sediment and 
geochemical imprints left by severe storms in Lake 
Shelby.  Basically, a strong hurricane leaves a layer of 
sand on the bottom of the lake so if we take a core, 
every layer of sand should represent ancient 
hurricanes, up to maybe 10,000 years ago.  We can 
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use Carbon 14 dating to date the events.  Also, we'll 
compare what we find against changes in the climate 
to see if a global warming event affects the activity of 
hurricanes.  This will be valuable information to see if 
present global warming will increase hurricane 
activity (insurance companies may change their rates 
based on our estimate of the changes of hurricanes).  
Anyway, it will be a lot of fun and you can't beat 
working at the beach for a good bit of the summer.  
With my study of geology I've also gotten into 
photography.  A couple of my pictures can be seen at 
http://www.picture.com (type in Joe Lambert). 
 
1998 
Class contact: Misty Angle 
mlynneangle@hotmail.com 
 
Sara Price 
Attended Harding University in Searcy, Arkansas for 
2 years.  She has transferred to Samford University in 
Birmingham where she has recently completed her 
first year of Pharmacy School.  Expected graduation 
date is 2004. 
 
Brad Brooks  
Will be married to Courtney Bates on June 22, 2001 
at First Baptist Church of Cullman at 7:00 P.M.  
Everyone Welcome!!! 
 
Stacy Boesswetter  
Stacy is in her senior year at UAB, majoring in 
Biology.  Plans to pursue a Master’s Degree in 
Speech Therapy.  She is a volunteer at Birmingham 
Children’s Hospital working primarily with Cystic 
Fibrosis patients and patients from the Burn Center.  2 
days a week she volunteers in the speech and hearing 
clinic.  She is involved with the UAB Baptist Campus 
Ministries, leading worship on guitar. 
 

Lindsey Metcalf  
Lindsey graduates in December 2001 from UAB with 
a Bachelor’s Degree in Accounting.  She plans to start 
on her Master’s Degree in Spring 2002. 
 
Matthew Casebolt  
Matt is living in Tampa Bay, Florida and working at 
F.A.O. Schwartz (the toy store that is in the movie 
BIG, where Tom Hanks is playing the piano with his 
feet).  
 
April White 
April graduated from Wallace State College, May 
2001.  Obtained an Associate Degree in Nursing.  
Currently working at St. Vincent’s Hospital in 
Birmingham, she is awaiting Boards to receive her 
nursing license.  Scotty Foshee, from Fairview, 
proposed to her on Valentine’s Day, 2001.  They are 
currently planning a beautiful wedding for April 6, 
2002. 
 
Misty Angle  
Misty is attending Wallace State College full-time 
pursuing an Associate in Applied Science Degree, 
Medical Assisting.  Her graduation date is May 2002.  
She works full-time at Hartselle Medical Center in the 
ER, and part-time at Sportsfit in Cullman.  For fun, 
she occasionally models for the E’lan Agency in 
Birmingham. 
  
1999 
Class contact: Schenaye Mauldin 
csmauldin@hotmail.com 
 
A message from the editor:  I felt that CHS 
Alumnus would be interested in knowing what was 
going on in the Cullman City School System. 
Therefore, I asked Dr. Suzanne Freeman our 
superintendent if she would supply information 
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about our system to be included in the Alumni 
Newsletter.  She agreed to do so, many thanks to 
Dr. Freeman for taking the time to help with this 
project. 
Bill Bagley 
CHS Alumni Page 
 
From the superintendents desk: 
Dr. Suzanne Freeman 
 
CONGRATULATIONS to . . . 
Dale Moody for being named 2001 Outstanding 
Student in Early Childhood Education at Athens State 
University. Congratulations! 
Cindy Pass and CHS Show Choir for an 
outstanding performance at the Southern Showcase 
Festival in Opelika. Congratulations! 
Dorenda Taff and CHS FBLA for having several 
district winners! Congratulations!  
Dora Tekulve, Jamie Higgins, and CHS Math 
Teams who won 1st place in geometry, 3rd place in 
algebra II, and 2nd place in the comprehensive 
competition at the Hoover Math Tournament. 
Congratulations! 
Pete Eschrig and CHS German Students who won 
3rd place in the German State Language Competition. 
Congratulations! 
 
Judy Allred and CHS Scholars’ Bowl Team who 
won 1st place in the district competition. 
Congratulations! 
 
Congratulations to the following teachers who 
received Operation Round-Up Grants:  
Angela Stansberry at CMS ($709.75 and $268.00), 
Jennifer Hill at CCPS ($462.00), Malinda 
Yarbrough at CCPS ($494.00), Lucinda Harding at 
CCPS ($198.00), Glenda Harbison at EES 

($230.00), and Tina Weldon at WES ($159.70 and 
$542.03). 
 
Teaching Tips: 
Mrs. Hill’s and Mrs. Culpepper’s 4th grade 
Alabama History classes have just completed a 
playdough economics unit. The students studied 
concepts such as scarcity, opportunity cost, 
productive resources and capital.  The students 
applied what they learned by assembling goods and 
services using playdough.  For example, the students 
would make a good or a service using playdough and 
then barter or trade for other goods.  The unit 
culminated by students assembling hamburgers using 
playdough and special capital.  All had much learning 
and fun! 
 
Once a month during a “duty-free” lunch period, Mrs. 
Phurrough holds a Lunch Bunch Book Club Meeting 
in her classroom.  Students bring their lunch or get a 
take out tray from the lunchroom.  Parents volunteer 
to send a treat such as cookies or brownies.  Each 
student gives a brief report on a book he or she has 
read.  The only requirement is that it must be a book 
on his or her reading level.  This may be one of the 
required Accelerated Reader books (two birds with 
one stone). As an added incentive, Mrs. Phurrough 
gives out two small door prizes. She also prints a 
membership card and a certificate for each student. 
The Book Club Meeting is so popular that she has had 
to divide the club into two or three days in order to 
have enough room.  It is a fun way to encourage 
reading and the sharing of books. It also helps Mrs. 
Phurrough to stay “up to date” on what the students 
like to read. Best of all, it is FREE! 
Congratulations to: 
ALL K-12 Teachers, Support Staff and 
Administrators for doing such a great job in 
preparing your students for the Graduation Exam.  
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100% of our seniors passed the Exam.  
CONGRATULATIONS!!!  
 
The Boys’ Varsity Soccer Team and Coach 
Eschrig for clinching the Section 5 championship for 
the second straight year! Congratulations! 
 
The Cullman High School Symphonic, Concert, 
and Jazz Bands for recently competing in the 
National Adjudicators Invitational Festival in St. 
Louis, Missouri.  The symphonic and jazz bands, 
under the direction of Garry Taylor, received superior 
ratings as well as the concert band directed by 
Randall Key.  The concert band also received Best 
Overall Brass and Best Overall Percussion Honors for 
the Saturday Festival.  CONGRATULATIONS! 
 
The following teachers for being awarded 
Foundation Grants: Bill Bagley, Deena Carden, 
Lucretia Smith, Marcia Hutto, Linda McPhillips, 
Kristy White, Fran Burks, Judy Self, Melony 
Edwards, Anne Farley, Deborah Cummings, 
Sheree Parris, Patrick O’Diam, Barbara Romine, 
Rita Dean, and Pat Harrison.  
Congratulations! 
 
The following teachers for being awarded Operation 
Round-Up Grants: Pam Parks and Tina Weldon. 
Congratulations! 
Cullman High School for having 172 donors present 
for the American Red Cross Blood Drive! 
 
Jayne Barnett for being named as CMS Principal.  
The Lady Bearcats for making it to the state 
tournament.   
Congratulations! 
Cullman girl athletes and coaches (especially track, 
cross country, softball and golf) who ranked number 3 
in Class 5A athletics.  Go girls! 

* Cullman boys athletes and coaches (especially 
track, cross country and football) ranked number 7 in 
5A. Go boys! 
 
 
Important Dates: 
July 18 at 6:00 – Board Meeting 
August 6 at Teacher Institute - Public Budget Hearing  
August 13 at 6:00 – Public Budget Hearing  
The August Board Meeting scheduled for August 20, 
2001 will be changed to August 13, 2001 
(immediately following the Public Budget Hearing). 
 
Extended Day Programs: 
We are considering (but have NOT made any final 
decisions) on not having the Extended Day Programs 
at CCPS, EES and WES.  This is a difficult decision.  
This provides a needed service to parents (and many 
teachers too).  We are going to fully investigate all the 
variables before we make a decision (revenues, 
expenditures, quality issues, other available services 
for after school care and the cost to parents, etc.).  I 
do not want to cause a hardship on parents nor do we 
want our children to go home unsupervised; however, 
we are looking at this from every angle (especially 
financially).  Unfortunately, we are forced to make 
tough decisions. 
 
Old Post Office: 
We are attempting to acquire the old post office.  City 
officials and County School officials are working 
with us to help us acquire this building; they are 
interested in sharing some of the space with us.  
THIS WOULD BE FREE to Cullman City Schools!  
Our plan at this time would be to move Central Office 
and the Alternative School there.  The County School 
System and Juvenile Services would be partners with 
us in operating the Alternative School. If we were 
able to acquire the old post office, we would most 



Bill Bagley Page 10 11/12/2004Chjs 

 

CHS Alumni 
Newsletter  

10 

likely move late summer or fall.  We would consider 
selling the current Central Office. We are optimistic 
about this, but this is NOT a “sure thing” by any 
means.   
Old Post Office Update: 
We are continuing our plans and “jumping through 
hoops” to secure the old post office building.  If we 
attain this building (FOR FREE), then we will move 
our offices as well as Alternative School to this 
building.  We may be able to move Central Office in 
August.  We may have to make a few changes to the 
building for alternative school and thus may not be 
able to move this program until late fall or winter.  
Currently, we contract with Cullman County for this 
service; however, they would contract with us for this 
service if we acquire the old post office. We are also 
considering moving In-School Suspension to this 
building; however, we would keep these students 
separate from the long-term/alternative school 
students. 
 

Proration Hits Cullman City 
Schools 

The following is a letter that was sent out to CCS 
faculty and staff before the vote on the 12 mill 
property tax that failed. 
 
Dear Faculty and Staff, 
    I wanted to update you on our projected State funding for next 
year.  At this time, our State funding reflects a reduction of 
approximately $500,000.  We basically have a prorated budget. 
There will also be an additional cost of approximately $300,000 
to us because of PEEHIP (insurance) increasing. We anticipate 
Federal Funds growing and we hope to gain $130,000 from this 
growth; however, this is TBD.  We are currently working on a 
spreadsheet that lists all employees’ salaries and step raises (not 
state raises, but our local salary schedule step raises).  This will 
help us to have a more accurate picture of payroll expenses and 
thus determine actual cost of payroll for next year.  We have 
been reducing our monthly expenditures substantially thanks to 
ALL of YOU!  I rarely sign purchase orders thanks to your efforts 
of conserving.  We also know that your efforts to conserve on 
utilities are paying off; however, I do not have exact figures on 

this yet (I have not had time to calculate, but will do so in the near 
future.)   
     If we get the proposed 12 mills of property tax, this will help 
us, but we are still on “shaky ground” because we are most likely 
ending the year with a deficit, our state funding for next year has 
decreased, and our insurance cost have increased.  If we do not 
get the 12 mills, we will have to make some difficult decisions 
that we are already discussing.  Please keep the Board and 
myself in your thoughts and prayers.  Please continue to educate 
others about our financial situation.  This is a community issue 
and this is a GREAT community with outstanding schools.  We 
can see by 100% of our seniors passing the Graduation Exam 
that you are making a difference and preparing our students for 
the future. Even though we have financial difficulties, we are an 
outstanding school system and I am VERY proud and honoured 
to be part of such a dynamic and talented team!     
                       Sincerely, 
                       Suzanne Freeman 
 

 
“The difference between the impossible and the possible 
lies in a person’s determination.” 
                             - Tommy Lasorda  
 
The Wrap Up 
I can’t believe I really volunteered to do an Alumni 
Newsletter. It has been a lot more work than I thought 
it would be and would not have been possible without 
all of the help that I have received from class contacts 
and other alumni. I hope that the newsletter will not 
only be informative but something that will make 
everyone want to participate. There can be no 
newsletter if we do not get information from all of 
you. Feel free to make suggestions about what you 
would like to see in future issues, but be careful you 
may be asked to do what you suggest. The newsletters 
will be archived on the CHS web page 
http://chs.cullmancats.net/new.htm and will be there 
for those to view that are not able to receive or read 
the MSWord document format that is being sent. If 
your class does not appear in this newsletter there was 
no information submitted for your class. If your class 
does not have a class contact listed consider 
becoming a contact for your class. Please keep your 
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information updated and encourage others to register 
on the Alumni Page. 
http://chs.cullmancats.net/alumni.htm 
 
I would also like to thank Joyce Brown (Class of 
1957) for all of her help with the newsletter. 
Bill Bagley 
CHS Alumni Page 
Cullman High School 
wbagley@mindspring.com 
As always if you do not want to receive alumni information 
send a return email to wbagley@mindspring.com with 
remove in the subject line and include your name, year of 
graduation, and email address in the body of the message. 

 


